LAPTOP DISTRIBUTION for 24 BLUE DEBUT

August 5 & 6, 2008

Welcome to the Pierce Public Schools Learning Initiative, 24 BLUE (Better Learning, Unlimited Education), where your individual student will be given the privilege of having a laptop computer for their exclusive use (i.e. 1 laptop for 1 student). This initiative is intended to empower your student academically and to enhance the overall school experience at Pierce Public Schools.  

For our orientation and computer distribution nights, we have set up sessions that each student and his or her parent will attend.    

· Policies & Procedures

· Cyber Safety

· Laptop distribution & optional Insurance 
· How to’s and use for students

· Parent expectations

We will also have vendors at the school for your individual questions about home access and equipment you might be interested in purchasing. The vendors will be available, but you are in no way obligated to visit with them or purchase anything. The school is not endorsing any company, brand, or equipment.  The only items the students will absolutely need will be their laptops and the backpack the school provides.

Opportunity

This laptop has the capabilities to leverage and exercise your student’s abilities to think and offers your student the opportunity to:

· Research academic topics online

· Perform analysis on data in order to make conclusions

· Develop presentations and papers expressing their ideas, knowledge and points of view

· Organize and keep track of their assignments, appointments, and documents

· Create works of art such as music, movies, poetry, and pictures

· Communicate and collaborate rapidly with teachers and peers

· Do much more!  The potential is limited only by our students’ and teachers’ imagination

Responsibility

These laptops remain property of the Pierce Public Schools which retains all rights to monitor and examine them at any time to ensure appropriate use and safe keeping. All users (students, family members, etc.) of the laptops agree to:

· Use the laptop for academic use only (school-related work--not games, inappropriate web surfing, etc.)

· Make sure the laptop is consistently brought to school and class with battery charged

· Take steps to protect each laptop from damage and theft

· Use less paper; utilizing abilities to create and share digital documents

· Obey state/federal/local laws, district policies, school policies and procedures, and the Pierce Laptop Agreement

Parents’/Students’ Night for A-K will be August 5 and L-Z will be August 6 at 6 p.m.  The Debut schedule follows:


5:30-6:00

Registration & Vendor Exploration Time

6:00-7:15

Welcome, Expectations, & CyberSafety 


7:15-7:30

Hand out machines outside assigned rooms


7:30-8:30

How to’s  & use information for students 





Parent Expectations 



8:30-??

Vendor Exploration Time
